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The 1915 Provisional: The largest recorded used multiple 

Amr El-Etreby 

On October 15 1915 Egypt issued a provisional surcharged stamp, 2 millièmes on 3 

millièmes. The overprinting was done by the Government Printing Works, Boulaq. 

The reason for the provisional is not known with certainty, but it is most likely that the 

supply of 2m stamps was running out, either as a result of delayed deliveries because 

of the outbreak of World War I, or underestimation of the demand for 2m stamps 

before the internal postcard rate was raised to 3m. (January 1916). 

As Peter Smith
(1)

 notes; This 

provisional is very scarce used 

alone on cover or card; its 

principal use, on postcards, had 

a life of only two and half 

months. Even examples of use 

in multiples or with other values 

are hard to find. The largest 

recorded used multiple was a 

vertical block of 10 (2x5) 

cancelled with Alexandria / R 

cds dated March 9 1916
(2)

. 

Today I was lucky to have this 

block that i think it is the largest 

recorded used multiple of the 

1915 provisional.  

A block of 20 (5x4) cancelled with Type 5A cancellation 

[ Minya – Cairo (T.P.O.) cds /  يصش )عبٚشح( ٔانًُٛب  ] Date 1915 

References: 

1. Peter A. Smith, Egypt: Stamps & Postal History, A Philatelic Treatise (1999). 

2. Amr EL-Etreby, “The 1915 Provisional: A Centenary Celebration”, QC XXII (8) 

(Whole number 255), December 2015, p. 173-185. 
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 طبثع و خجز   

 محمد عَز   

 جلانخ انًهك ٚشفغ انؼهى ػهٙ لهؼخ صلاح انذٍٚ

 

رهك انمهؼخ انشٓٛشح  ،انججم( ادزفبلاً ػظًٛبً كبٌ الادزفبل ثشفغ انؼهى انًصشٖ ػهٗ لهؼخ صلاح انذٍٚ الإٔٚثٗ )لهؼخ 

انزٙ ثذأ فٙ ثُبئٓب صلاح انذٍٚ الإٔٚثٙ ٔأرًٓب انغهطبٌ انكبيم ثٍ انؼبدل ، ٔكبَذ دائًبً يمشاً نهغهطبٌ ٔانذكى فٙ 

 ً يُز الادزلال انجشٚطبَٗ نًصش نٓزا كبٌ ٕٚو الادزفبل   يصش إلا أَٓب ظهذ ثؼٛذح يب ٚمشة يٍ أسثؼخ ٔعزٌٕ ػبيب

 ثشفغ انؼهى انًصشٖ ػهٛٓب نّ سٔػزّ ٔدلانزّ.

 

جًبْٛش انشؼت انًصشٖ إنٗ جُجبد انطشق ٔانشٕاسع انزٗ رصم انٙ انمهؼخ فأضفذ ػهٗ ْزا   فًُز انصجبح ألجهذ

ً أخز  الادزفبل انًشبسكخ انشؼجٛخ ثطبثؼٓب انجًٛم يغ الادزفبنٛخ ثطبثؼٓب انشعًٙ ، ٔفٙ انغبػخ انؼبششح صجبدب

ٌ ْٔى صفٕح سجبل الأيخ يٍ الأيشاء ٔانٕصساء انذبنٍٛٛ ٔانغبثمٍٛ ٔانُجلاء ٔسجبل انذٍٚ ٔكجبس انًذػٌٕٔ ٚفذٔ

ً ٔساء صف فٗ عشادق فخى ألٛى فٙ عبدخ يٍ أكجش عبدبد انمهؼخ ْٔٗ انًطهخ ػهٗ  انًٕظفٍٛ ٔجهغٕا صفب

انًهكٗ لذ غبدس لصش ػبثذٍٚ  انؼبصًخ ٔأنمٗ انًزٚغ ثٛبَبً سائؼبً ػٍ ربسٚخ لهؼخ صلاح انذٍٚ ثى أػهٍ أٌ انًٕكت

انؼبيش ْٕٔ دبنٛبً فٙ طشٚمخ إنٗ انمهؼخ ٔيب ْٗ إلا دلبئك دزٗ رؼبنذ أصٕاد انجًبْٛش ثبنٓزبف ثذٛبح انفبسٔق ثى 

 دخم انًهك إنٗ انغشداق ٔػضف انغلاو انًهكٗ ٔجهظ انًهك ٔدٕنّ كجبس سجبل انذٔنخ.

 

 
 

 عخاىَيل فبروق الأوه يزفع اىعيٌ اىَصزي فىق اىقي
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ثى رمذو سئٛظ انٕصساء إعًبػٛم صذلٙ ثبشب ٔأنمٗ خطبثبً أشبس فّٛ إنٗ ربسٚخ انمهؼخ ظهذ يمشاً نهذكى ٔانذكبو ػهٗ 

يذاس فزشاد طٕٚهخ ٔكبَذ يمشاً نهًهك يُز إَشبئٓب فٙ انمشٌ انثبَٙ ػشش دزٗ ػٓذ جذكى انخذٕٚ إعًبػٛم ثؼذ 

لصش ػبثذٍٚ يمشاً نهًهك فٗ رنك انذٍٛ ْٔب ْٗ انمهؼخ انٕٛو يُزصف انمشٌ انزبعغ ػشش، انز٘ كبٌ أٔل يٍ ارخز 

رؼٕد دشح نهًصشٍٚٛ ثطبثؼٓب انٕطُٙ نزكٌٕ دصُبً نًصش ثى اعزأرٌ سئٛظ انٕصساء انًهك فٗ ػشض الأػلاو ثى 

رمذو جُذ٘ ٚشرذ٘ ص٘ انجُٕد فٙ ػٓذ محمد ػهٗ ثبشب ٚذًم فٕق رساػّٛ ػهى يصش يٍ انذشٚش ْٕٔ انؼهى انز٘ 

نخ انًهك ٔأْذاِ إنٙ انمهؼخ رزكبساً نٓزا انٕٛو انزبسٚخٙ، ثى اَذُٙ انًهك فبسٔق الأٔل ٔلجم انؼهى رفضم جلا

 ٔأغشٔسلذ ػُٛبِ ثبنذيٕع ٔػبد انجُذ٘ دبيم ْزا انؼهى فٕلف ػُذ انغبسٚخ انًؼذح نشفؼّ ػهٛٓب.

 

ٚذًم فٙ طٛبرّ صفذبد خبنذح ٔثؼذْب ثذأ ػشض الأػلاو فٙ يٕكت جًٛم ثذاٚخ يٍ انؼهى فٙ ػٓذ محمد ػهٙ ٔانز٘ 

يٍ انؼضح ٔانفخش ٔأدبط ثبنؼهى يجًٕػخ يٍ انجُٕد ٚشرذٌٔ يلاثظ ْزا انؼصش يٍ انغشأٚم انفضفبضخ ثى 

رؼبلجذ الأػلاو فًُٓب أػلاو ٔدذاد انجٛش ٔأعهذزّ انًخزهفخ كؼهى انجذشٚخ ٔػهى انطٛشاٌ ٔدهمذ طبئشاد علاح 

يززبنٛخ فٕق انمهؼخ ، ٔنًب اَزٓٙ ػشض الأػلاو لصذ انًهك انمبػذح انطٛشاٌ انًهكٙ فٙ انجٕ فًشد فٙ أعشاة 

ً نٛشفغ ػهٛٓب انؼهى ٔدٕنّ سئٛظ انٕصساء ٔٔصٚش انذشثٛخ ٔرُبٔل جلانزّ انؼهى يٍ انجُذ٘  انزٙ ألًٛذ خصٛصب

ؼٛش ٚ» ٔثجزّ فٙ انذجم ٔأخذ انؼهى ٚشرفغ دزٙ ٔصم إنٙ أػهٙ انغبسٚخ ٔدُٛٓب أطهمذ انًذافغ ٔرؼبنٗ انٓزبف 

ٔثٍٛ طهمبد انًذافغ ٔأصٕاد انطبئشاد ػضفذ انًٕعٛمٙ انؼغكشٚخ ٔأطهمذ أعشاة يٍ « فبسٔق يهك يصش

 انذًبو رجؼث ثشعبنخ علاو فٙ ْزا الادزفبل انًٓٛت.

 

ٔرفضم انًهك فأصاح انغزبس ػٍ جٕاَت انمبػذح انًشثؼخ انزٙ َفش ػهٙ أدذ جٕاَجٓب )ثُؼًخ الله رؼبنٗ سفغ دضشح 

انًهك فبسٔق الأٔل يهك يصش ٔصبدت ثلاد انُٕثخ ٔانغٕداٌ ٔكشدفبٌ ٔداسفٕس انؼهى انًصشٖ  صبدت انجلانخ

ْجشٚخ انًٕافك ٕٚو ركش٘ ٔفبح انًغفٕس نّ جذِ محمد  1630خفبلبً ػهٗ ْزح انمهؼخ فٙ انثبَٗ ػشش يٍ سيضبٌ ػبو 

 ػهٙ ثبشب انكجٛش(.

 

 
 

عييهب أطَبء اىَىاقع اىزي اّزصز فيهب اىجيش جْذي ٍصزي ثَلاثض جيش محمد عيي أٍبً اىيىحخ اىَذوُ 

 اىَصزي ورفضو جلاىخ اىَيل ثزفع اىظزبر عْهب
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َٔمش ػهٗ جبَجٓب انثبَٙ أعًبء انًٕالغ انزٗ اَزصش فٛٓب انجٛش انًصش٘ يُز ػٓذ صلاح انذٍٚ ٔيب ثؼذِ ، ٔفٙ 

ٔيب ٚهّٛ ، َٔمش ػهٙ جبَجٓب انجبَت الاخش انًٕالغ انزٙ اَزصش فٛٓب انجٛش انًصش٘ فٙ ػٓذ محمد ػهٗ ثبشب 

 دفع الله انًهك.  «يبداو ْزا انؼهى انؼضٚض ٚخفك فٗ ْزا انًكبٌ نٍ ٚصبة انٕطٍ ثغٕء» الأخٛش انُطك انًهكٗ 

 

ٔأػجش انًهك ػٍ سضبِ انزبو ػٍ « دفع الله انًهك» ٔفٙ َٓبٚخ الادزفبل ْزف انجُٕد ٚؼٛش فبسٔق يهك يصش ٔ 

عؼبدح انفشٚك ػطب الله ثبشب أٌ جلانخ انًهك كهفّ أٌ ٚجهغ ٔدذاد انجٛش يٍ انضجبط ْزا الادزفبل انكجٛش دٛث أػهٍ 

ٔانجُٕد ٔجًٛغ انزٍٚ عبًْٕا فٗ ْزا الادزفبل سضبِ انغبيٗ نًب ثزنِٕ يٍ جٕٓد صبدلخ فٙ ْزا انٕٛو انزبسٚخٗ 

 ع فٕق انغبسٚخ انكجٛشح .نشفغ ػهى يصش ػهٙ انمهؼخ ، ٔفٙ انًغبء عهطذ الإَٔاس ػهٗ انمهؼخ ٔػهٗ انؼهى انًشفٕ

 

طبثؼبً رزكبسٚبً  1493ٔثٓزح انًُبعجخ انزبسٚخٛخ انؼظًٛخ أصذسد يصهذخ انجشٚذ فٙ انزبعغ يٍ أغغطظ ػبو 

نًُبعجخ سفغ انؼهى انًصش٘ ػهٙ لهؼخ صلاح انذٍٚ, ٔانطبثغ انجذٚذ يٍ فئخ ػششح يهًٛبد رٔ نٌٕ ثُٙ فبرخ سعًذ 

يصش الأخضش ٔفٙ انضأٚخ انًُٛٙ كهًخ يصش ثبنؼشثٛخ ٔانفشَغٛخ ٚؼهْٕب ػهّٛ صٕسح انمهؼخ ٔٚشفشف فٕلٓب ػهى 

انزبج ٔفٙ انضأٚخ انٛغش٘ صٕسح جلانخ انًهك فبسٔق الأٔل ٔلذ كزت رذذ انصٕسح سفغ انؼهى انًصش٘ عُخ 

 .1493ٔعُخ  1004
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 )اىجشء الأوه( أشغبه اىطىافخ -هيئخ اىجزيذ 

 خبىذ محمد ٍصطفً

 خظ انطٕاف : يطش طبسط / ػبشٕس - يذبفظخ : انفٕٛو

ٚجذأ انطٕاف خظ عٛشِ اثزذاءاً يٍ انغبػخ انثبيُخ صجبدبً ُٔٚزٓٙ انغبػخ انذبدٚخ ػششح ٔ ػشش دلبئك صجبدبً دبيلاً 

 :الاخزبو انخبصخ ثكم لشٚخ أٔ َجغ أٔ ػضثخ يؼّ نٛمٕو ثخزى كبفخ انًشاعلاد انصبدسح يُٓب ٔٚجذأ خظ انغٛش كبنزبنٙ
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* يكزت ثشٚذ أْهٙ : ْٕ يكزت ٚزى انزشخٛص نّ يٍ لجم انٓٛئخ انمٕيٛخ نهجشٚذ ثأخز ٔكبنخ ػُٓب نٛمٕو ثكبفخ اػًبل 

 انًكبرت انجشٚذٚخ فٙ الايبكٍ انزٙ نٛظ ثٓب يكزت ثشٚذ يٍ دٛث ) ثٛغ انطٕاثغ ٔخزى انًشاعلاد ... ( .

 

 

 

 :ٍلاحظبد

  .طبسط انغبػخ انغبدعخ ٔانُصف صجبدب يٕػذ ٔصٕل اسعبنٛخ انجٕعزخ إنٗ يذطخ طٕاف يطش .1

2.  ً  .ٚجذأ انطٕاف خظ عٛشِ  فٙ شٓش سيضبٌ انغبػخ انزبعؼخ صجبدب

ً يٍ يذطخ يطش طبسط نٛصم إنٗ   .3 ٚجذأ انطٕاف ثبنغٛش أٔ ػهٗ داثخ انمٛبو فٙ انغبػخ انثبيُخ صجبدب

خًظ دلبئك فمظ نٛمٕو يذطخ ػضثخ انفٕل انغبػخ انثبيُخ ٔانشثغ صجبدبً فٙ يذح سثغ عبػخ فمظ نُٛزظش 

ثًٓبو ػًهّ فٙ خزى الأظشف أٔ ثٛغ انطٕاثغ أٔ رغهٛى انًشاعلاد ٔاعزلايٓب يٍ انفلادٍٛ نٛمٕو ثبنجذء 

ً نٛصم إنٗ انًذطخ انزبنٛخ ْٔٙ ػضثخ ػبشٕس انغبػخ  يجذداً فٙ انغٛش انغبػخ انثبيُخ ٔانثهث صجبدب

ً فٙ يذح خًغخ ٔػششٔ ٌ دلٛمخ فمظ نُٛزظش خًظ دلبئك فمظ نٛمٕو انثبيُخ ٔانخبيغخ ٔالأسثؼٍٛ صجبدب

 . ثًٓبو ػًهّ انغبثك ركشْب ْٔكزا

ٔرى اػزًبدِ يٍ لجم ْٛئخ  1971ُٚبٚش  12رى اػزًبد ْزا انخظ فٙ يذطخ يطش طبسط ثبنفٕٛو ثزبسٚخ  .4

 . 1971يبسط  17انجشٚذ ) اداسح انُمم ٔانذشكخ ( ثزبسٚخ 
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 خظ انطٕاف : شٕثش / ) كفش انذًب عبثمبً ( ػضثخ انذيبطٗ

 يذبفظخ : انغشثٛخ - يغبفخ خظ انطٕاف : 11 كٛهٕيزش

 

ٚجذأ انطٕاف خطظ عطٛشِ اثزطذاءاً يطٍ انغطبػخ انزبعطؼخ ٔانُصطف صطجبدبً ُٔٚزٓطٙ انغطبػخ انثبَٛطخ ػشطشح ظٓطشاً دطبيلاً 

انغٛش كبنزبنٙ:الاخزبو انخبصخ ثكم لشٚخ أٔ َجغ أٔ ػضثخ يؼّ نٛمٕو ثخزى كبفخ انًشاعلاد انصبدسح يُٓب ٔٚجذأ خظ   
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* يكزت ثشٚذ أْهٙ : ْٕ يكزت ٚزى انزشخٛص نّ يٍ لجم انٓٛئخ انمٕيٛخ نهجشٚذ ثأخز ٔكبنخ ػُٓب نٛمٕو ثكبفخ اػًبل 

 انًكبرت انجشٚذٚخ فٙ الايبكٍ انزٙ نٛظ ثٓب يكزت ثشٚذ يٍ دٛث ) ثٛغ انطٕاثغ ٔخزى انًشاعلاد ... ( .

 

 

 ٍلاحظبد:

 . 1988/1989اَشئ ْزا انخظ فٙ ػبو  .1

 يٕػذ ٔصٕل اسعبنٛخ انجٕعزخ إنٗ يذطخ طٕاف شٕثش انغبػخ انزبعؼخ صجبدبً .  .2

 ٚجذأ انطٕاف خظ عٛشِ  فٙ شٓش سيضبٌ انغبػخ انزبعؼخ ٔانُصف صجبدبً .  .3

ً يٍ يذطخ شٕثش   .4 ٚجذأ انطٕاف ثبنغٛش أٔ ػهٗ داثخ انمٛبو فٙ انغبػخ انغبػخ انزبعؼخ ٔانُصف صجبدب

ً فٙ يذح خًظ نٛصم إنٗ يذطخ ػضث خ انمههٙ انغبػخ انغبػخ انزبعؼخ ٔانُصف ٔخًظ دلبئك صجبدب

دلبئك فمظ نُٛزظش خًظ دلبئك فمظ نٛمٕو ثًٓبو ػًهّ فٙ خزى الأظشف أٔ ثٛغ انطٕاثغ أٔ رغهٛى 

انًشاعلاد ٔاعزلايٓب يٍ انفلادٍٛ نٛمٕو ثبنجذء يجذداً فٙ انغٛش انغبػخ انؼبششح إلا انثهث صجبدبً نٛصم 

ً فٙ يذح إنٗ ا نًذطخ انزبنٛخ ْٔٙ يذطخ ) ثشٚذ أْهٙ كفش انذًب ( انغبػخ انؼبششح ػششح دلبئك صجبدب

 ثًٓبو ػًهّ انغبثك ركشْب ْٔكزا .َصف عبػخ نُٛزظش خًظ دلبئك فمظ نٛمٕو 
ٕٚجذ فٙ خظ عٛش انطٕاف يذطخ ثشٚذ اْهٙ كفش انذًب رى سفغ ْزِ انًذطخ يٍ خظ انغٛش فٙ عُخ   .5

1989 . 

ٔرى اػزًبدِ يٍ لجم  1989اكزٕثش  14د ْزا انخظ فٙ يذطخ شٕثش ثًذبفظخ انغشثٛخ  ثزبسٚخ رى اػزًب  .6

 ْٛئخ انجشٚذ ) اداسح انُمم ٔانذشكخ ( . 
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 خظ انطٕاف : َٕاج  عش٘

 يذبفظخ : انغشثٛخ - يغبفخ خظ انطٕاف : 13 كٛهٕيزش 

ُٔٚزٓٙ انغبػخ انٕادذح ظٓشاً دبيلاً الاخزبو انخبصخ ثكم ٚجذأ انطٕاف خظ عٛشِ اثزذاءاً يٍ انغبػخ انزبعؼخ صجبدبً 

 لشٚخ أٔ َجغ أٔ ػضثخ يؼّ نٛمٕو ثخزى كبفخ انًشاعلاد انصبدسح يُٓب ٔٚجذأ خظ انغٛش كبنزبنٙ :
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* يكزت ثشٚذ أْهٙ : ْٕ يكزت ٚزى انزشخٛص نّ يٍ لجم انٓٛئخ انمٕيٛخ نهجشٚذ ثأخز ٔكبنخ ػُٓب نٛمٕو ثكبفخ اػًبل 

 .ثٛغ انطٕاثغ ٔخزى انًشاعلاد( برت انجشٚذٚخ فٙ الايبكٍ انزٙ نٛظ ثٓب يكزت ثشٚذ يٍ دٛث )انًك

 

 

 

  ٍلاحظــبد :

 يٕػذ ٔصٕل اسعبنٛخ انجٕعزخ إنٗ يذطخ طٕاف َٕاج انغبػخ انثبيُخ ٔخًغخ ٔثلاثٌٕ دلٛمخ صجبدبً . .1

 ٚجذأ انطٕاف خظ عٛشِ  فٙ شٓش سيضبٌ انغبػخ انزبعؼخ صجبدبً . .2

ً يٍ يذطخ َٕاج نٛصم إنٗ ٚجذأ ان .3 طٕاف ثبنغٛش أٔ ػهٗ داثخ انمٛبو فٙ انغبػخ انغبػخ انزبعؼخ صجبدب

يذطخ ػضثخ ػجذ انذبفع انغبػخ انغبػخ انزبعؼخ ٔانثهث صجبدبً فٙ يذح ػششٌٔ دلٛمخ فمظ نُٛزظش ػشش 

يٓب يٍ دلبئك فمظ نٛمٕو ثًٓبو ػًهّ فٙ خزى الأظشف أٔ ثٛغ انطٕاثغ أٔ رغهٛى انًشاعلاد ٔاعزلا

ً نٛصم إنٗ انًذطخ انزبنٛخ ْٔٙ  انفلادٍٛ نٛمٕو ثبنجذء يجذداً فٙ انغٛش انغبػخ انزبعؼخ ٔانُصف صجبدب

يذطخ ػضثخ صبنخ فشٚذ انغبػخ انزبعؼخ ٔخًغخ ٔأسثؼٌٕ دلٛمخ صجبدبً فٙ يذح سثغ عبػخ نُٛزظش سثغ 

 ثًٓبو ػًهّ انغبثك ركشْب ْٔكزا .عبػخ فمظ نٛمٕو 

نطٕاف يذطخ ثشٚذ اْهٙ يُشأح الأٔلبف ٚمٕف انطٕاف ثكبفخ يٓبيّ فٙ ْزِ ٕٚجذ فٙ خظ عٛش ا  .4

 انًذطخ كغبئش يذطبد انطٕاف .

ٔرى اػزًبدِ يٍ لجم ْٛئخ  2114يبٕٚ  14رى اػزًبد ْزا انخظ فٙ يذطخ َٕاج ثًذبفظخ انغشثٛخ  ثزبسٚخ  .5

 انجشٚذ ) اداسح انُمم ٔانذشكخ ( . 
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Alexandria Port 1906 –Post Mark OfficeSeamen’s Home  

Alaa M. Massoud 

 

A Brief History: 

The earliest reference is that in 1860, there was a Scottish mission established in an 

old hospital ship from the Crimean war. A local committee was formed and raised 

sufficient funds by 1898 to build a permanent home on the site in the Alexandria docks 

near Gate no 22, Quay no 33, (Fig 1). 

 

It was turning on a religious basis by the Scottish Presbyterian church. The earliest 

reference to a permanent home is in Mattay's handbook for Egypt and Sudan published 

in 1907 (References) with an index-directory for 1910. Index-merchant Seamen’s' 

home, opposite the landing wharf maintained by voluntary contributions of ship 

owners, residents, and the Scottish mission. By some means, the institution came to be 
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run by the consul general and a committee, under the directory of a Presbyterian 

mission.  

In 1925 it is known what a Mr. Dawson with a few helpers ran it. By 1937 it was run 

on an entirely Speculate line by an ex-policeman and his wife. The original concept 

was by then at a very low ebb, although a royal naval chaplain did commit a bedroom 

for use as a chapel.  

 

From 1938 to 1950 the honorary treasurer and secretary of the Seamen's’ Home and 

merchant navy club (Fig 2, Posta stamps strip of 3 stroked (Soldiers & sailors 

Institute-Alexandria 1914) – Scarce Cancellation – still under studying due to shortage 

material) was Mr. George W. Gerard O.B.E, and according to him, the only missing 

private post office authorized to grant letters posted at the Seamen’s' Home Alexandria 

docks.  

In 1950 there was a determined effort by the Anglican clergy in Alexandria to receive 

the work by an appeal to the mission of Seamen. At this time, the manager of the home 

was Greek. Early in 1947 the two major institutions than in Alexandria for the welfare 

of merchant seamen were brought together under one umbrella and at a general 

committee meeting held at the British Consulate General, Alexandria on the 31st of 

January 1947 it was decided in future the two organizations should be known as one 

unit and be called the (British Merchant Navy Welfare Society Alexandria) with its 

office came of the British Consulate General, or at any of the society's premises 

hereinafter. The existing bulk under the control and management of the society are; 
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I - The Merchant Navy Club, formerly the Alexandria Merchant Seamen’s Home, gate 

22 Alexandria docks founded in 1881, plotted in (Fig 1). 

II - The union Club (Soldiers & Sailors Institute-Alexandria) in the city, (Fig 1). 

Seamen’s Home Post Mark & Registration, earliest 1908 (References Peter Smith - 

Corrected later by author studying to be 1906) and Latest 1955; Seamen’s Home 

Alexandria, known also as Merchant Navy Club, maintained by voluntary 

contributions from ship owners, residents and the Scottish mission and always opens 

to the British Merchant Navy and members of the forces welcome. Separate 

accommodation for officers and seamen situated within the customs area of docks near 

gate 22 quay no. 33. 

Shore Facilities 

Postal facilities were provided at the docks in Alexandria, located inside the customs 

area, presumably so that personal of ships could post letters (and receive them) 

without having to go through formalities. The name of the facility, Seamen’s Home, 

indicates the nature of the establishment, which provided recreational and worship 

facilities. Five different date-stamps have been recorded and one registration cachet 

and examples are scarce, (Fig 3). The earliest is from 1906 and the latest so far 

recorded is from 1955. 
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In later times, a post office was opened with the name Station Maritime (1975-80), 

two date-stamps have been seen, one in the UAR period, the other in the ARE period. 

The nature of covers posted there suggests that the function was different from the 

Seaman’s Home and that it catered to passengers. Since the known dates of operation 

do not overlap, it could be a matter of change of name, along with function, but 

documentation is obviously needed. There do not seem to have been similar facilities 

at other Egyptian ports. 

Conclusion: 

A study by the author heading Seamen’s Home Post Office Alexandria- Egypt 

(1906-1955) with the actual recording of using Seamen’s Home Post Office as an 

official mailing service for incoming and outgoing. This Post Mark Office (PMO) was 

situated within the Customs area of Alexandria docks (Fig 1). It was a branch post 

office of the Egyptian Government attached to the Seamen’s Home Building to serve 

the Navy soldiers and British merchant’s ships whose active area was the docks and 

the Navy Arsenal. 

The opening of mail service office within that sensitive area indicated the future 

importance and the vision for investment in the Khedival Government to facilitate the 

communication during that period within the heavy trading and the very important port 

at the Mediterranean Sea. The author studying items and presentation show the FIVE 

recorded postal cancellations and ONE registration cachet used at the mentioned 

historical Post Office, (Fig 3), also his study is presented in chronological order for 

each cancellation type. 

As mentioned above Seamen’s Home was on a piece of land established at Alexandria 

Port by the Scottish Mission. That was to replace the old hospital ship, which was sent 

following the end of the Crimean war. This ship was situated near Gate no. 22 and 

Quay no. 33. The earliest recorded postmark/registration cachet was in 1908 as per 

Peter A. S. Smith, 1999 up to 1955, this was corrected by the author study to mark the 

earliest as in 1906. 

Seamen’s Home post office was closed a few years after the 1952 Revolution and the 

ending of the Scottish Mission at Alexandria Port. Examples of these cancellations are 

scarce. 
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Incoming and Outgoing Mailing Service (Type II Cancellation) 

An Attractive Real Cover Running After His Significant Recipient 

 

A great postal history cover (Fig 4) joint my exhibition study set of Seamen’s Home 

Post Office Alexandria- Egypt (1906-1955), it represents the exact function of the 

mentioned post office inside Alexandria port as incoming and outgoing mailing 

service in two different dates. The cover posted at GB through marine route into 

Alexandria Egypt and then through another trains route inside Egypt, it is running after 

his colonel recipient with a long marathon as I am going to describe. 

1- The cover posted in East Bourne GB harbor (Fig 4) in 09.03.1922 stroked over 

a 2 Pence King George V by a waved cds of the issued city. 
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2-  The cover first posted to Malta by main writing with black ink through (on the 

deck) of Somali hospital military ship (Fig 5) and has not any Malta mail 

service striking rather than marking. 

 



No 144 L’Orient Philatelique June 2019 

64 

 

3- It seems redirected on the shipping transporter Somali into Egypt, according to 

information about his recipient new place (High rank, C.M.G., D.S.O. member 

– Companion of the order of St. Michael and St. George of 1818 Distinguish of 

Service Order), then Somali hospital ship arrived Alexandria marine port,  

(Fig 6). 

 

4- The cover received by Alexandria cds in 27.03.1922 (Fig 4), then stroked by 

incoming Seamen’s Home cds type II in the same day 27.03.1922 (Fig 3 & 4). 

5- Then the cover redirected by blue ink writing to Port Said through Cairo by 

train, that by stroked by outgoing Seamen’s Home cds type II in 29.03.1922, 

(Fig 4), also by train to Port Said city by Alexandria cds and Alexandria/Cairo 

& V.V., in 29.03.1922, (Fig 7 & 8), Also stroked on train Cairo/Port Said 

T.P.O. in 29.03.1922, (Fig 4). 

6- The cover was received at Port Said in 29.03.1922, (Fig 4), then redirected 

with violet ink writing to Cairo, during its existing in Port Said city. 

7- The cover was issued from Port Said cds in 30.03.1922, (Fig 5), into Cairo and 

received by Cairo cds in 31.03.1922, (Fig 4). 
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8- Finally, it was gone and received by Abbassia Barracks cds in 31.03.1922, (Fig 

4), supposed received by his recipient colonel. 

9- The important note related to the study of Seamen’s Home postmark office 

after that marathon, is, the cover stroked twice in days of 27 and 29 of March 

1922 by Type II cds (Cancel date stamp), which represents an excellent 

example of the main function of that historic post office as Incoming and 

Outgoing mailing service. 

10- Cover cancellations 

a) East Bourne cds (Out) 09.03.1922 

b) Alexandria cds (In) 27.03.1922 

c) Alexandria seamen’s Home type II cds (In) 27.03.1922 

d) Alexandria seamen’s Home type II cds (Out) 29.03.1922 

e) Alexandria cds (Out) 29.03.1922 

f) Alexandria /Cairo & V.V. cds (Out) 29.03.1922 

g) Cairo/Port said T.P.O. cds (Going) 29.03.1922 

h) Port Said cds (In) 29.03.1922 

i) Port Said cds (Out) 30.03.1922 

j) Cairo cds (In) 31.03.1922 

k) Abbassia Barracks cds (In) 31.03.1922 
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References: 

1- Egypt Stamps & Postal History; Peter A. S. Smith, 1999. 

2- British Empire Campaigns & Occupations in the Near East 1914-24 John 

Firebrace. 

3- Mattay's handbook for Egypt and Sudan, Published in 1907. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
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The 4
th

 Continental PSE 

Philatelic Exhibition 

Celebrating the 90th anniversary 

of the PSE (9
th

 – 16
th

 September 

2019)  

 

The Philatelic Society of Egypt is 

marking its 90th anniversary and 

the 150th anniversary of the Royal 

Philatelic  Society  London  with  a  

major  exhibition  in  Cairo 

sponsored by Egypt Post 

Organisation.   

As  it  is  their  90
th

 anniversary the   

exhibition   will  open   at   9.09am  on  

9/9/2019, Monday   9th  September,  and 

continues for eight days, closing on 

Monday 16th  September. It will be the 

fourth Continental Philatelic Exhibition 

held in Cairo with F.I.P. recognition. 

  

Exhibits are from PSE members, 

members and Fellows of the Royal 

Philatelic Society London  and members 

of the EgyptStudy Circle and Sudan 

Study Group as well as most Gulf States 

and several other countries. 
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Picture Postcards (A New Experimental Class)  

Amr El-Etreby 

 

The FIP has started to accept the Picture Postcard exhibits as a competitive class at FIP 

exhibitions. Introducing this new experimental class to the philatelic society the FIP 

released Special Regulations for the Evaluation of Picture Postcard Exhibits. The 

special regulations for Picture Postcard exhibits include the general principles on what 

the Picture Postcard exhibit may contain, and how it should be treated and presented.  

As a start, we have to know the definition of a Picture Postcard; A Picture Postcard 

must have an illustration. Furthermore ... 

i) Used Picture Postcards (circulated through the postal service or in any other manner 

treated postally) must show that they have been through a postal service.  

ii) Unused (non-postally treated) Picture Postcards must have printed text or printed 

address lines, for example a postage area, which shows that the card is meant to be 

posted without an envelope. 

iii) Only original contemporary Picture Postcards are allowed, i.e. reprints produced at 

a later time should only be shown exceptionally.  

iv) Picture Postcard may be produced by different kinds of material (hand drawn or 

painted, embroidered, etc.).  

v) The exhibit must be able to be displayed in exhibition frames of the standard 

international format. 

 

Principles for the Development of the Exhibit 

 Idea, Plan and Treatment 

A Picture Postcard exhibit is treated according to a geographical (topographical) topic, 

a thematic topic, or according to a special aspect (an artist, the printing, the material), 

completely according to the exhibitor’s own choice. 
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The title and plan must be presented on the introductory page and must be written in 

one of the official FIP languages. 

The plan must show the intention and the structure of the exhibit. The title as well as 

the main and subsections of the exhibit must show the structure and logical 

development through the exhibit and demonstrate personal creativity, knowledge, and 

research. 

The title must mirror the content of the exhibit in the best possible way. The treatment 

of the exhibit must be according to the title and plan. Each Picture Postcard must have 

a connection with the chosen topic. 

The variety (diversity) of the material is of particular importance. 

 

 Knowledge and Research 

Research is a pre-requisite for knowledge of the topic and the Picture Postcards, and 

this is demonstrated in a brief text in connection with each Picture Postcard. 

 

 Condition and Rarity 

Items selected should show the best possible quality available for the chosen subject. 

Rarity is directly related to the difficulty in fnding such postcards, the difficulty of 

acquisition. 

 

 Presentation 

The recommended exhibit sheet sizes are: 

1) 21cm x 29,7cm (A4 size) or 23cm x 29cm - 4 sheets in one row 

2) 42cm x 29,7cm (A3 size) or 46cm x 29cm - 2 sheets in one row 

3) 31cm x 29cm - 3 sheets in one row. 
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 Evaluation 

The exhibits will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 

Idea, plan (10) and treatment (20) …. 30 

Knowledge and research …………… 35 

Condition (10) and rarity (20) ……… 30 

Presentation …………………………. 5 

TOTAL ………………………………100 

 

 Awards 

Medals will be awarded as per follows: 

Large Gold 95-100 

Gold 90-94 

Large Vermeil 85-89 

Vermeil 80-84 

Large Silver 75-79 

Silver 70-74 

Silver Bronze 65-69 

Bronze 60-64 

A certificate of participation will be given to exhibits attaining less than 60 points. 

Picture Postcard exhibits may be awarded special prizes and/or the jury’s felicitations, 

for those exhibits demonstrating outstanding research or originality. 
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 It is with heavy hearts that we in Egypt 

received the sad news about Leon, a man with 

great achievements to Egyptian Philately; 

after more than twenty five years without a 

specialized Egyptian catalogue, he came out 

with a masterpiece and followed it up with a 

perfect second edition, something that put 

Egyptian Philately back in its proper 

international position. We are all indebted to 

him. 

Leon was also a scholar of the Third Issue, we 

shall all miss his visits to the PSE premises 

and the fruitful discussions, something he had 

been always keen on even on his sometimes 

short visits to Egypt.  

Leon Balian left his mark to remain. 

 

The members of the Philatelic Society of Egypt, PSE, have for some time noticed that 

Arabic texts whether on covers, postcards, documents ... etc. are being erroneously 

translated into English in catalogs, magazines, websites and even private collections, 

with serious consequences to the interpretation of the item in question. 

 

The PSE has a group of members who are fluent in both Arabic and English languages 

and are gladly willing to help not only with any translation required, but also with the 

interpretation of other aspects relating to social, historical and geographical 

circumstances of the time, such as familial salutations, bureaucratic jargon, 

handwritten annotations and talismanic markings. 

 

This service is available to anyone, just send to this email a clear scan of the item; 

front and back of a cover, postcard, content of a letter or document ... etc. and we shall 

be happy to oblige as soon as possible. 

 

Provisionally, this service is free of charge for single items. 

Email : egyptianphilatelicsociety@gmail.com 
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China 2019 World Stamp Exhibition Results 

Eight of our members have participated in China 2019 

World Stamp exhibition, three of them were in the 

Youth Section.  

Egypt Commissioner was Hany Salam (Vice 

President of the Philatelic Society of Egypt)  

 

 

The following are the results: 

Name Title of Exhibit No. of 
Frames 

Total 
Score 

Medal 

Ahmed Nabil Egypt: King Farouk "Civil" Portrait Issues 5 80 V 

Mamdouh Mosly The Delta Collection 1700-1879 (Title on 
catalogue: The Delta Collection (Egyptian 
Postal History 1700-1879) 

8 85 LV 

Mariam Bayoumi The Pharaonic Era 2 68 SB 

AbdelRahman 
Yasser 

Arab Israeli Conflict 2 67 SB 

Abdella Ahmed 
Yousef 

The Unity Between Nations through 
Commemorative Stamps Issues 

2 62 B 

Alaa Massoud Palestine - Foreign Post Offices (1890-
1914) 

1 59  

Ahmed Yousef 1897 Provisionally Overprinted Egyptian 
Stamps in the Sudan 

1 81  

Sami M. Fereig A Postal History of Egypt under the 
Muhammad Ali Dynasty - a three volume 
set in full colour 

Literature 
Class 

85 LV 
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 9102أحذاس وفعبىيبد ٍعزض ٍبرص 

 عصبً صبىح

 اىهىاح ٍِ ٍشيذا ىزظزقطت اىَحيً اىظْىي ٍعزضهب ثزْظيٌ اىجزيذ طىاثع ىهىاح اىَصزيخ اىجَعيخ قبٍذ معبدرهب

 . اىَصزييِ اىعبرضيِ قبعذح اىً واىَهزَيِ

 ّظَذ 9102 اثزيو ٍِ اىخبٍض اىً ٍبرص 92 ٍِ اىفززح فً

 اىجَعيخ فيه اطزهذفذ اىظْىي. بهٍعزض اىَصزيخ اىجَعيخ

 قىيخ ٍصزيخ ىَشبرمخ رَهيذا اىحبىييِ اىعبرضيِ دائزح رىطيع

 9102 – 2 – 2 فً رْظيَه اىَقزر اىذوىً اىَعزض فً

 .  اىَصزيخ اىجَعيخ رأطيض عيً عبً 21 ٍزور ثَْبطجخ

 مذىل...  اىشجبة قظٌ فً اىعبرضيِ ٍِ ارثعخ اىَعزض فً شبرك

 ٍزح لاوه يعزضىُ هىاح ىظزخ ٍجَىعبد ثَبّيخ اىَعزض ضٌ

 هى و اىجزيذيخ اىنزود قظٌ فً ٍجَىعبد ثلاس اىً ثبلاضبفخ

 . اىذوىً الارحبد ىزىصيبد وفقب اىزجزثخ رحذ عزض

 :وفيَب ييً ّعزض ثيبُ اىعبرضيِ واىَيذاىيبد اىزً فبسوا ثهب

 

The Philatelic Society of Egypt (PSE) organized its annual exhibition on 29
th

 March to 

5
th

 April 2019 aiming to prepare new exhibitors for a strong Egyptian participation in 

the Fourth Continental Philatelic Exhibition - Celebrating the 90th anniversary of the 

PSE (9th – 16th September 2019). 

Four of our young exhibitors participated in the Youth Section and six new members 

exhibited for the first time. The participations also included three exhibits in the 

pictured postcard section (a new FIP experimental class). 

The following are the results: 
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م Name Title F D
1 Amina Hisham Hamdy Rosetta Stone 1 Frame 77

2 Abd Allah A. Youssef
The Unity Between Nations through 

Commemorative Stamp Issues
2 Frames 78

3 Mariam Mowaffak The Pharoanic Era 2 Frames 84

4 Abd El Rahman Yasser Historical Hotels of Egypt 1 Frame 85

5 Abd El Rahman Yasser Arab-Israeli Conflict  2 Frames 93

Exhibitors & Results 

Youth philately

م Name Title F D M
1 Mr. Ahmed Youssef

1897 Provisionally Overprinted Egyptian 

Stationery in the Sudan
3 Frames 85 Large Vermeil 

2 Mr. Emad Bibawy Egyptian Revolution July 1952 From 1952 to 1972 3 Frames 53 C. participation

3 Mr. Daoud Mesiha Nefertiti Issue 100M. Overprinted 55 Mills 1 Frame 70 Silver 

4 Mr. Hany Ibrahim Queen Nefertiti Stamps of Egypt  1 Frame 65 Silver Bronze 

5 Mr. Hany Ibrahim Pharoahs of Egypt Stamps, 1 Frame 63 Bronze

م Name Title F D M
1 Mr. Gharib El Shabrawy

Studying postage stamps in Egypt on postcards 

1887-1921
5 Frames 80  Vermeil 

2 Mr. Tarek Mokhtar Airgraph 3 Frames 85 Large Vermeil 

3 Mr. Khaled Mustafa Egypt’s Retta Cancellations 1866-1952 1 Frame 85 Large Vermeil 

4 Dr. Mohammad Omar Postal Rates of Periodicals & non Periodicals 1 Frame 85 Large Vermeil 

5 Mr. A. Ali Almaghraby Simon Arzt ( from 1934 -  1953) 1 Frame 81  Vermeil 

6 Eng. Alaa Massoud British Army Postal Services in Palestine WWII 1 Frame 66 Silver Bronze 

7 Eng. Maged Maher Assiut Postmarks 1872-1913  1 Frame 66 Silver Bronze 

Traditional Philately

Postal History
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م Name Title F D M
1 Eng. Tarek Mokhtar UPU 9 Frames C. participation

2 Mr. Abd El Kerim Sabry The Landmarks of Iraqi Civilization 5 Frames 85 Large Vermeil 

3 Mr. M. M. Selim Princess Diana 5 Frames 58 C. participation

4 Mr. M. M. Selim Anniversary of The Departure of Nasser 5 Frames 65 Silver Bronze 

5 Mr. Mustafa Awad Africa’s Nobel Prizes in Pan Africa Postal Union 3 Frames 70  Silver

6 Mr. Hesham Sami Egyptian Scouting from 1956-2014 3 Frames 63 Bronze

7 Mr. Hesham Sami Pope Shenouda I I I  Letter sheet  3 Frames 60 Bronze

8 Mr. M. M. Selim Churches 2 Frames 56 C. participation

9 Mr. A. El Akkad Egypt In Olympic Games 1960 2 Frames 63 Bronze

10 Mr. M. M. Selim Mosques 2 Frame 58 C. participation

11 Mr. Ahmed Ezz El Arab Alexandria Biennale 1 Frame 65 Silver Bronze 

12 Mr. M. M. Selim World Cup  1 Frame 67 Silver Bronze 

13 Mr. M. Mustafa El Rayes Suez Canal 1834-1981 1 Frame 65 Silver Bronze 

14 Mr. M. M. Selim The Language of Flowers 1 Frame C. participation

15 Mr. Samy Behnan Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition 1949 1 Frame C. participation

م Name Title F D M

1 Mr. Essam Saleh
Alexandria Under the Rule of Mohamed Ali & 

Sons  
1 Frame 80  Vermeil 

2 Mr. Essam Saleh Cairo The City Of The Thousand Minarets  1 Frame 80  Vermeil 

3 Mr. M. Mustafa El Rayes Portsaid 2 Frames 65 Silver Bronze 
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