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The 1915 Provisional: The largest recorded used multiple

Amr El-Etreby

On October 15 1915 Egypt issued a provisional surcharged stamp, 2 milliémes on 3
milliemes. The overprinting was done by the Government Printing Works, Boulag.
The reason for the provisional is not known with certainty, but it is most likely that the
supply of 2m stamps was running out, either as a result of delayed deliveries because
of the outbreak of World War 1, or underestimation of the demand for 2m stamps
before the internal postcard rate was raised to 3m. (January 1916).

As Peter Smith® notes; This
provisional is very scarce used
alone on cover or card; its
principal use, on postcards, had
a life of only two and half
months. Even examples of use
in multiples or with other values
are hard to find. The largest
recorded used multiple was a
vertical block of 10 (2x5)
cancelled with Alexandria/R
cds dated March 9 1916@.
Today | was lucky to have this
block that i think it is the largest
recorded used multiple of the
1915 provisional.

EGYPT PUSTAGE

A block of 20 (5x4) cancelled with Type 5A cancellation
[ Minya — Cairo (T.P.O.) cds / (3dw) e 5Ll ] Date 1915
References:
1. Peter A. Smith, Egypt: Stamps & Postal History, A Philatelic Treatise (1999).

2. Amr EL-Etreby, “The 1915 Provisional: A Centenary Celebration”, QC XXII (8)
(Whole number 255), December 2015, p. 173-185.
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Seamen’s Home Office Post Mark— Alexandria Port 1906

Alaa M. Massoud

A Brief History:

The earliest reference is that in 1860, there was a Scottish mission established in an

old hospital ship from the Crimean war. A local committee was formed and raised
sufficient funds by 1898 to build a permanent home on the site in the Alexandria docks
near Gate no 22, Quay no 33, (Fig 1).
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It was turning on a religious basis by the Scottish Presbyterian church. The earliest
reference to a permanent home is in Mattay's handbook for Egypt and Sudan published
in 1907 (References) with an index-directory for 1910. Index-merchant Seamen’s'
home, opposite the landing wharf maintained by voluntary contributions of ship
owners, residents, and the Scottish mission. By some means, the institution came to be
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run by the consul general and a committee, under the directory of a Presbyterian
mission.

In 1925 it is known what a Mr. Dawson with a few helpers ran it. By 1937 it was run
on an entirely Speculate line by an ex-policeman and his wife. The original concept
was by then at a very low ebb, although a royal naval chaplain did commit a bedroom
for use as a chapel.
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From 1938 to 1950 the honorary treasurer and secretary of the Seamen's’ Home and
merchant navy club (Fig 2, Posta stamps strip of 3 stroked (Soldiers & sailors
Institute-Alexandria 1914) — Scarce Cancellation — still under studying due to shortage
material) was Mr. George W. Gerard O.B.E, and according to him, the only missing
private post office authorized to grant letters posted at the Seamen’s' Home Alexandria
docks.

In 1950 there was a determined effort by the Anglican clergy in Alexandria to receive
the work by an appeal to the mission of Seamen. At this time, the manager of the home
was Greek. Early in 1947 the two major institutions than in Alexandria for the welfare
of merchant seamen were brought together under one umbrella and at a general
committee meeting held at the British Consulate General, Alexandria on the 31st of
January 1947 it was decided in future the two organizations should be known as one
unit and be called the (British Merchant Navy Welfare Society Alexandria) with its
office came of the British Consulate General, or at any of the society's premises
hereinafter. The existing bulk under the control and management of the society are;
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| - The Merchant Navy Club, formerly the Alexandria Merchant Seamen’s Home, gate
22 Alexandria docks founded in 1881, plotted in (Fig 1).

I - The union Club (Soldiers & Sailors Institute-Alexandria) in the city, (Fig 1).

Seamen’s Home Post Mark & Registration, earliest 1908 (References Peter Smith -
Corrected later by author studying to be 1906) and Latest 1955; Seamen’s Home
Alexandria, known also as Merchant Navy Club, maintained by voluntary
contributions from ship owners, residents and the Scottish mission and always opens
to the British Merchant Navy and members of the forces welcome. Separate
accommodation for officers and seamen situated within the customs area of docks near
gate 22 quay no. 33.

Shore Facilities

Postal facilities were provided at the docks in Alexandria, located inside the customs
area, presumably so that personal of ships could post letters (and receive them)
without having to go through formalities. The name of the facility, Seamen’s Home,
indicates the nature of the establishment, which provided recreational and worship
facilities. Five different date-stamps have been recorded and one registration cachet
and examples are scarce, (Fig 3). The earliest is from 1906 and the latest so far
recorded is from 1955.
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In later times, a post office was opened with the name Station Maritime (1975-80),
two date-stamps have been seen, one in the UAR period, the other in the ARE period.
The nature of covers posted there suggests that the function was different from the
Seaman’s Home and that it catered to passengers. Since the known dates of operation
do not overlap, it could be a matter of change of name, along with function, but
documentation is obviously needed. There do not seem to have been similar facilities
at other Egyptian ports.

Conclusion:

A study by the author heading Seamen’s Home Post Office Alexandria- Egypt
(1906-1955) with the actual recording of using Seamen’s Home Post Office as an
official mailing service for incoming and outgoing. This Post Mark Office (PMQO) was
situated within the Customs area of Alexandria docks (Fig 1). It was a branch post
office of the Egyptian Government attached to the Seamen’s Home Building to serve
the Navy soldiers and British merchant’s ships whose active area was the docks and
the Navy Arsenal.

The opening of mail service office within that sensitive area indicated the future
importance and the vision for investment in the Khedival Government to facilitate the
communication during that period within the heavy trading and the very important port
at the Mediterranean Sea. The author studying items and presentation show the FIVE
recorded postal cancellations and ONE registration cachet used at the mentioned
historical Post Office, (Fig 3), also his study is presented in chronological order for
each cancellation type.

As mentioned above Seamen’s Home was on a piece of land established at Alexandria
Port by the Scottish Mission. That was to replace the old hospital ship, which was sent
following the end of the Crimean war. This ship was situated near Gate no. 22 and
Quay no. 33. The earliest recorded postmark/registration cachet was in 1908 as per
Peter A. S. Smith, 1999 up to 1955, this was corrected by the author study to mark the
earliest as in 1906.

Seamen’s Home post office was closed a few years after the 1952 Revolution and the
ending of the Scottish Mission at Alexandria Port. Examples of these cancellations are
scarce.
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Incoming and Outgoing Mailing Service (Type Il Cancellation)

An Attractive Real Cover Running After His Significant Recipient

A great postal history cover (Fig 4) joint my exhibition study set of Seamen’s Home
Post Office Alexandria- Egypt (1906-1955), it represents the exact function of the
mentioned post office inside Alexandria port as incoming and outgoing mailing
service in two different dates. The cover posted at GB through marine route into
Alexandria Egypt and then through another trains route inside Egypt, it is running after
his colonel recipient with a long marathon as | am going to describe.

1- The cover posted in East Bourne GB harbor (Fig 4) in 09.03.1922 stroked over
a 2 Pence King George V by a waved cds of the issued city.
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2- The cover first posted to Malta by main writing with black ink through (on the
deck) of Somali hospital military ship (Fig 5) and has not any Malta mail
service striking rather than marking.
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3- It seems redirected on the shipping transporter Somali into Egypt, according to
information about his recipient new place (High rank, C.M.G., D.S.0. member
— Companion of the order of St. Michael and St. George of 1818 Distinguish of
Service Order), then Somali hospital ship arrived Alexandria marine port,
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4- The cover received by Alexandria cds in 27.03.1922 (Fig 4), then stroked by
incoming Seamen’s Home cds type II in the same day 27.03.1922 (Fig 3 & 4).

5- Then the cover redirected by blue ink writing to Port Said through Cairo by
train, that by stroked by outgoing Seamen’s Home cds type Il in 29.03.1922,
(Fig 4), also by train to Port Said city by Alexandria cds and Alexandria/Cairo
& V.V, in 29.03.1922, (Fig 7 & 8), Also stroked on train Cairo/Port Said
T.P.O.in 29.03.1922, (Fig 4).

6- The cover was received at Port Said in 29.03.1922, (Fig 4), then redirected
with violet ink writing to Cairo, during its existing in Port Said city.

7- The cover was issued from Port Said cds in 30.03.1922, (Fig 5), into Cairo and
received by Cairo cds in 31.03.1922, (Fig 4).
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Finally, it was gone and received by Abbassia Barracks cds in 31.03.1922, (Fig
4), supposed received by his recipient colonel.
The important note related to the study of Seamen’s Home postmark office
after that marathon, is, the cover stroked twice in days of 27 and 29 of March
1922 by Type Il cds (Cancel date stamp), which represents an excellent
example of the main function of that historic post office as Incoming and
Outgoing mailing service.
Cover cancellations

East Bourne cds (Out) 09.03.1922

Alexandria cds (In) 27.03.1922

Alexandria seamen’s Home type II c¢ds (In) 27.03.1922

Alexandria seamen’s Home type II cds (Out) 29.03.1922

Alexandria cds (Out) 29.03.1922

Alexandria /Cairo & V.V. cds (Out) 29.03.1922

Cairo/Port said T.P.O. cds (Going) 29.03.1922

Port Said cds (In) 29.03.1922

Port Said cds (Out) 30.03.1922

Cairo cds (In) 31.03.1922

Abbassia Barracks cds (In) 31.03.1922
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References:

1- Egypt Stamps & Postal History; Peter A. S. Smith, 1999.

2- British Empire Campaigns & Occupations in the Near East 1914-24 John
Firebrace.

3- Mattay's handbook for Egypt and Sudan, Published in 1907.
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Objectives of the Society
to develop the hobby in all its aspects and to raise its lovers
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Address: Front of 27 EL Siouf St. — EL Siouf EL Baharya — Alexandria — P.O. Box 95
Smouha +201021721173

Alexandria Philatelic Society n &Sl 3 ) gl sk 31 ga e
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VAHE VARJABEDIAN
PHILATELIST

6 MOHAMED GALAL ST, HELOPOLUS 11341, CAIRO EGYPT
MOB : 01227114231
EMAIL : VAHEV@HOTMAIL.C

Specialized: Egypt Postal History, Covers, Revenues, Post Cards.

Khalid M. EL Shamaa
khelshamaa@yahoo.com 13 SRAYET EL AZBAKIA ST.
TEL : 01221192638
TEL : 02-25922346
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CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Hany Salam. Vice President of the Philatelic Society of Egypt,
as he has been awarded The Roll of Distinguished Philatelists (RDP)

An international philatelic award created by the Philatelic Congress of Great
Britain in 1921. The Roll consists of three pieces of parchment to which the
signatories add their names. He is only the second Egyptian to receive the honour,
following the late Ibrahim Chaftar, who was made RDP in 1950.
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The 4" Continental PSE
Philatelic Exhibition

Celebrating the 90th anniversary \ s
th th /" Ve
of the PSE (9™ — 16" September S \é\“& . ’g%
2019) Society %\i‘a 2 é"
of Egypt TN X

The Philatelic Society of Egypt is
marking its 90th anniversary and
the 150th anniversary of the Royal /
Philatelic Society London with a
major  exhibition  in  Cairo
sponsored by  Egypt Post

Organisation.
(L -~ Y~ As it is their 90" anniversary the
MM‘ exhibition will open at 9.09am on
EGYPT POST 9/9/2019, Monday 9th September, and
continues for eight days, closing on

Monday 16th September. It will be the

fourth Continental Philatelic Exhibition
held in Cairo with F.I.P. recognition.

Exhibits are from PSE members,
members and Fellows of the Royal
Philatelic Society London and members

; ESTABI
of the EgyptStudy Circle and Sudan =l _

- g \\NIVERS/ ¢

Study Group as well as most Gulf States SR ERSaR
and several other countries.

[SHED IN 1869
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Picture Postcards (A New Experimental Class)

Amr El-Etreby

The FIP has started to accept the Picture Postcard exhibits as a competitive class at FIP
exhibitions. Introducing this new experimental class to the philatelic society the FIP
released Special Regulations for the Evaluation of Picture Postcard Exhibits. The
special regulations for Picture Postcard exhibits include the general principles on what
the Picture Postcard exhibit may contain, and how it should be treated and presented.

As a start, we have to know the definition of a Picture Postcard; A Picture Postcard
must have an illustration. Furthermore ...

1) Used Picture Postcards (circulated through the postal service or in any other manner
treated postally) must show that they have been through a postal service.

i) Unused (non-postally treated) Picture Postcards must have printed text or printed
address lines, for example a postage area, which shows that the card is meant to be
posted without an envelope.

iii) Only original contemporary Picture Postcards are allowed, i.e. reprints produced at
a later time should only be shown exceptionally.

iv) Picture Postcard may be produced by different kinds of material (hand drawn or
painted, embroidered, etc.).

V) The exhibit must be able to be displayed in exhibition frames of the standard
international format.
Principles for the Development of the Exhibit

e |dea, Plan and Treatment

A Picture Postcard exhibit is treated according to a geographical (topographical) topic,
a thematic topic, or according to a special aspect (an artist, the printing, the material),
completely according to the exhibitor’s own choice.
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The title and plan must be presented on the introductory page and must be written in
one of the official FIP languages.

The plan must show the intention and the structure of the exhibit. The title as well as
the main and subsections of the exhibit must show the structure and logical
development through the exhibit and demonstrate personal creativity, knowledge, and
research.

The title must mirror the content of the exhibit in the best possible way. The treatment
of the exhibit must be according to the title and plan. Each Picture Postcard must have
a connection with the chosen topic.

The variety (diversity) of the material is of particular importance.

e Knowledge and Research

Research is a pre-requisite for knowledge of the topic and the Picture Postcards, and
this is demonstrated in a brief text in connection with each Picture Postcard.

e Condition and Rarity

Items selected should show the best possible quality available for the chosen subject.
Rarity is directly related to the difficulty in fnding such postcards, the difficulty of
acquisition.

e Presentation

The recommended exhibit sheet sizes are:

1) 21cm x 29,7cm (A4 size) or 23cm x 29cm - 4 sheets in one row
2) 42cm x 29,7cm (A3 size) or 46cm x 29cm - 2 sheets in one row

3) 31cm x 29cm - 3 sheets in one row.
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e Evaluation

The exhibits will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

Idea, plan (10) and treatment (20) .... 30

Knowledge and research ............... 35
Condition (10) and rarity (20) ......... 30
Presentation ....cceeeeveieieininenecnnnen 5
TOTAL eveieiniiiiiiiinrresninness 100
e Awards

Medals will be awarded as per follows:

Large Gold 95-100

Gold 90-94

Large Vermeil 85-89

Vermeil 80-84

Large Silver 75-79

Silver 70-74

Silver Bronze 65-69

Bronze 60-64

A certificate of participation will be given to exhibits attaining less than 60 points.

Picture Postcard exhibits may be awarded special prizes and/or the jury’s felicitations,
for those exhibits demonstrating outstanding research or originality.
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It is with heavy hearts that we in Egypt
received the sad news about Leon, a man with
great achievements to Egyptian Philately;
after more than twenty five years without a
specialized Egyptian catalogue, he came out
with a masterpiece and followed it up with a
perfect second edition, something that put
Egyptian Philately back in its proper
international position. We are all indebted to
him.

Leon was also a scholar of the Third Issue, we
shall all miss his visits to the PSE premises
and the fruitful discussions, something he had
been always keen on even on his sometimes
short visits to Egypt.

Leon Balian left his mark to remain.

The members of the Philatelic Society of Egypt, PSE, have for some time noticed that
Arabic texts whether on covers, postcards, documents ... etc. are being erroneously
translated into English in catalogs, magazines, websites and even private collections,
with serious consequences to the interpretation of the item in question.

The PSE has a group of members who are fluent in both Arabic and English languages
and are gladly willing to help not only with any translation required, but also with the
interpretation of other aspects relating to social, historical and geographical
circumstances of the time, such as familial salutations, bureaucratic jargon,
handwritten annotations and talismanic markings.

This service is available to anyone, just send to this email a clear scan of the item;
front and back of a cover, postcard, content of a letter or document ... etc. and we shall
be happy to oblige as soon as possible.

Provisionally, this service is free of charge for single items.
Email : egyptianphilatelicsociety@gmail.com
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China 2019 World Stamp Exhibition Results

Eight of our members have participated in China 2019
World Stamp exhibition, three of them were in the

Youth Section.

Egypt Commissioner was Hany Salam (Vice
President of the Philatelic Society of Egypt)

June 2019

RE 2019 57 SR B R 5K
The following are the results:
Name Title of Exhibit No. of Total | Medal
Frames Score
Ahmed Nabil Egypt: King Farouk "Civil" Portrait Issues 5 80 \Y
Mamdouh Mosly | The Delta Collection 1700-1879 (Title on 8 85 Lv
catalogue: The Delta Collection (Egyptian
Postal History 1700-1879)
Mariam Bayoumi | The Pharaonic Era 2 68 SB
AbdelRahman Arab Israeli Conflict 2 67 SB
Yasser
Abdella Ahmed The Unity Between Nations through 2 62 B
Yousef Commemorative Stamps Issues
Alaa Massoud Palestine - Foreign Post Offices (1890- 1 59
1914)
Ahmed Yousef 1897 Provisionally Overprinted Egyptian 1 81
Stamps in the Sudan
Sami M. Fereig A Postal History of Egypt under the Literature 85 LV
Muhammad Ali Dynasty - a three volume Class
set in full colour
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The Philatelic Society of Egypt (PSE) organized its annual exhibition on 29™ March to
5" April 2019 aiming to prepare new exhibitors for a strong Egyptian participation in
the Fourth Continental Philatelic Exhibition - Celebrating the 90th anniversary of the
PSE (9th — 16th September 2019).

Four of our young exhibitors participated in the Youth Section and six new members
exhibited for the first time. The participations also included three exhibits in the
pictured postcard section (a new FIP experimental class).

The following are the results:
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Exhibitors & Results
Youth philately
a Name Title F D
1 |AminaHisham Hamdy |Rosetta Stone 1 |Frame | 77
The Unity Between Nationsthrough
2 |Abd Allah A. Y oussef yBen g 2 |Frames | 78
Commemorative Stamp | ssues
3 [Mariam Mowaffak ThePharoanic Era 2 |Frames | 84
4 |Abd El Rahman Yasser  |Historical Hotels of Egypt 1 |Frame | 85
5 |Abd El Rahman Yasser  |Arab-lsraeli Conflict 2 |Frames | 93
Traditional Philately
a Name Title F D m
1 |Mr. Ahmed Y oussef 189?PrOV|s_|onaIIy Over printed Egyptian 3 | Frames| 85 | Large vermeil
Stationery.in the Sudan
2 |Mr. Emad Bibawy Egyptian Revolution July 1952 From 1952t0 1972 | 3 |Frames| 53 |C. participation
3 |Mr. Daoud Mesiha Nefertiti | ssue 100M . Overprinted 55 Mills 1| Frame | 70 Silver
4 [Mr.Hany Ibrahim Queen Nefertiti Stamps of Eqypt 1| Frame | 65 | Silver Bronze
5 |Mr. Hany Ibrahim Phar oahs of Egypt Stamps, 1| Frame | 63 Bronze
Postal History
a Name Title F D m
1 |Mr. Gharib El Shabrawy Studying postage stampsin Egypt on postcards 5 | Frames| 80 Vermeil
1887-1921
2 |Mr. Tarek Mokhtar Airgraph 3 |Frames| 85 | Large Vermeil
3 |Mr. Khaled Mustafa Egypt’s Retta Cancellations 1866- 1952 1| Frame | 85 | Large Vermeil
4 |Dr. Mohammad Omar Postal Rates of Periodicals & non Periodicals 1| Frame | 85 | Large Vermeil
5 |Mr.A.Ali Almaghraby  |Simon Arzt (from 1934 - 1953) 1| Frame | 81 Vermeil
6 |Eng. AlaaMassoud British Army Postal Servicesin Palestine WWI11 1| Frame | 66 | silver Bronze
7 |Eng. Maged Maher Assiut Postmarks 1872-1913 1| Frame | 66 | silverBronze
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Thematic Philately
a Name Title F D M
1 |Eng. Tarek Mokhtar UPU 9 | Frames C. participation
2 Mr. Abd El Kerim Sabry [TheLandmarksof Iragi Civilization 5 | Frames| 8 | Large Vermeil
3 [Mr.M. M. Sdim Princess Diana 5 | Frames| 58 |C. participation
4 |Mr.M.M. Sdim Anniversary of The Departure of Nasser 5 | Frames| 65 | SilverBronze
5 |Mr. Mustafa Awad Africa’sNobel Prizesin Pan Africa Postal Union | 3 | Frames| 70 Silver
6 [Mr. Hesham Sami Eqyptian Scouting from 1956- 2014 3 |Frames| 63 |  Bronze
7 |Mr. Hesham Sami Pope Shenouda |11 L etter sheet 3 |Frames| 60 |  Bronze
8 [Mr.M. M. Sdim Churches 2 | Frames| 56 |C. participation
9 [Mr.A.El Akkad Egypt In Olympic Games 1960 2 |Frames| 63 |  Bronze
10 (Mr. M. M. Sdim M osques 2 | Frame | 58 |C. participation
11 |Mr. Ahmed EzzEl Arab |Alexandria Biennale 1| Frame | 6 | SilverBronze
12 |Mr. M. M. Sdim World Cup 1| Frame | 67 | SilverBronze
13 |Mr. M. Mustafa El Rayes |Suez Canal 18%- 1981 1| Frame | 65 | SilverBronze
14 1Mr. M. M. Sdim The Language of Flowers 1|Frame| |C. participation
15 |Mr. Samy Behnan Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition 1949 1|Frame| |C. participation
Postcards
o Name Title F D m
1 M Essam Sden AS\(I;);andnaUndertheRuIeofMohamedAh& 1 Frame | 80| Vermei
2 [Mr. Essam Saleh Cairo TheCity Of The Thousand Minarets 1|Frame| 8 | Vermeil
3 [Mr. M. Mustafa El Rayes |Portsaid 2 | Frames| 65 | Silver Bronze
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Jury Team
Cairo Philatelic Exhibition March 2019

Consultant Expert Jury Committee
Dr.Eng. Sherif Samra

International Jury
Mr. Hany Salam
The President

A

Apprentice Jury Jury Jury
Dr. Amr EL-Etreby Mr. Mahmoud Ramadan Dr. Sherif El-Kerdani
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Adel Hanafy s Jae

Specialized in selling, buying and exchanging
Egyptian & Arabic stamps - FDC’s & Postal History
Free Evaluation for all Stamps
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soalall - Yoy dad - SO Heall - )l s jlee - oo 5 YT
26 Adly st. - Niaza Building - 2™ floor - apt.(203) - Cairo
Tel : (202) 23937930 - (202) 01223484129,(202) 01060813235
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Magdy Hanafy A sdaa
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Author of Encyclopedia & catalogue of Egyptian money
Specialized in Banknotes, Coins, Medals, Decorations and Postal cards
B Sell - Buy - Free Evaluation
Al - Yoy el - SRl - s slee - oo (3 YT

26 Adly st. - Niaza Building - 2" floor - apt.(203) - Cairo

Tel : (202) 23937930 - (202) 01001300193
Email: magdy.hanafy@gmail.com
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By:Abdelrahman Daw

Address: 26 Adly Street Ground Floor
Mobile: 01095999508

Email: a.daw@aucegypt.edu

Specialization: Egypt 1894-1952,
British Empire & Middle East.
Categories: Stamps, Control
Numbers, Postal History, Essays
&FDCs.
Services:

Evaluating collections based on current market

prices.

Accept Consignment to sell on auction basis.

Buy Collections and Lots at the highest price in
Market.

We always guarantee you
unbeatable prices




